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Superintendent’'s Column

The Eastern lowa Division

Last Column

This is my last Superintendent’s column.
Next month, you’ll be hearing from your
new Superintendent and, no doubt, some
ideas for the upcoming year. It's a good ti
for change, new ideas, new activities — all
designed to inject new excitement into the
Division. Please support our new Superin
tendent like you have supported me.

Bigger Changes

The largest change will be how the newsletter sséanbled.” Beginning with the February
2012 issue, The Wig-Wag as you know it today, eahse to exist. EID will have a new web
site and your new Superintendent will post his golwn that web site. When he does that, you
will be notified via email that his column has bgmsted. In his column, you will read about
everything that is new on the web site and upcor&iligyevents. No doubt, he will give you

the address for the new web site to add to yowrfeesweb sites or you can save it when you
get the first notification.

The new web site will be very easy to navigate iigdu have any questions, I'm sure that To-
ny Bowen, our new web master, will be happy to arsany and all questions.

EID Annual / Winter Meeting

This will be February 4th at the First Christianu@th in Davenport. Mike Armstrong will be
our host. Mike, Steve Malcolm and | are workingaolist of fun activities after the formal part
of the meeting is completed.

Clerk Bob Perkins will present the election restdtssuperintendent and director. | will ask
for a motion to accept the results and destroy#ilets. | will finish conducting the meeting
and at the close of the meeting, your new superd@st will assume leadership. The spring
meeting and any events following the annual/winteeting will be led by your new officers.

Thank You!

| do wish to thank Ben Merta for editing the lastvfissues of The Wig-Wag. It has been a
learning experience for him — one in which he gdicenfidence and proficiency in the use of
new software. Please thank him for a job well done

| also wish to thank those who responded to myestfor articles when we needed them back
in September. | know | thanked you all once befbtg you as members make the Division
work and what it is today. In the world of non-proerganizations loaded with volunteers, the
organization is only as good as the volunteergagtl don’t wait to be asked. Step up and keep
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those articles coming. And if you're working onuyAP Author certificate, let me know about
the article so that | can get it scored and addeetir running total.

Mid — Continent Region

The Caboose Kibitzer

Beginning with the first quarter issue of 2012, @eboose Kibitzer will be an on-line only pub-
lication free to anyone who desires to read itst€oelated to printing and mailing the maga-
zine has become prohibitive relative to the cost stibscription, thus the change.

| think it is a good change, too. More MCoR mensheill be able to read the Kibitzer and en-
joy great articles, updates on our annual convaeatand other events happening in the region.
It will also make it easier for you to get publishgecause there will not be a limit on the length
of the electronic version.

Nelson Moyer will be the new editor of The Switcistl,.a listing of train shows, swap meets
and MCoR division events. Nelson takes over froanyGiemmingway, who edited The
Switch List for many, many years. Many thanks &rydor his fine work! And thanks to Nel-
son for assuming the responsibility!

This also provides me with a great segue way intdgleer topic. In the 4th quarter 2011 issue
of The Caboose Kibitzer, Nelson has an outstanditigle on building a painting cradle for
rolling stock. The cradle is designed for use withing stock that you cannot hold with paint-
ing tongs or paper towel tubes.

| encourage you to check out

his cradle.

Signing Off

| have been trying to come up
with a clever way to end my
last Superintendent’s column
and | think this pretty much
does it:
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THE WIG WAG IS GOING DIGITAL!

Go to the new Eastern lowa Division Website
to sign up now.

Point your web browser to:

http://web.me.com/railroadteacher/EID NMRA/Home.htm
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lzzy’s Ice Cream Parlor

By Allen Merta, Eastern lowa Division

One Saturday afternoon, Tony Bowen and his dauglstavelle, stopped by to drop something off. m'tdoe-
member what it was, but for this article, it is mpiortant. We were surveying the progress on mguagnd |
mentioned that | had this building that | had neaidvhat it would become. Tony leaned over and pened,
“Isabelle loves ice cream.”

Aaaah! An ice cream parlor!

“So Izzy, what's your favorite color,” | asked? Uiple,” came her response!

Okay! | had my color pallet and the rest was upoimagination!

The building that | started with is a Design Preagon Models Skip’s Chicken & Ribs — a “wood” stture with
clapboard siding. It sat in its position primediasady to be finished.

| couldn'’t find a suitable purple paint so | deade use pink, actually it is Krylon’s Gloss Ballglipper. | brush
painted the building trim and storefront Delta Ceoatt Lavendar and the windows Delta Cermcoat Purple

Here is the body of the structure in its colorful dpry. It's a very bold statement.
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| decided | needed to tone it down a little, butv2o After pondering for a few days, | decided toitda two ways
— signage and a large awning. | asked my wife whathad in scrapbooking papers that might workeishe
said she had the perfect paper, she wasn’t kiddirige muted stripe was perfect, but it was a diagetripe. The

sheet of paper was large enough that | could enbthe stripe to be vertical or toward the buiddia draw your
eye in.

But first, | had to create an equally striking mide. | went to work to construct the shell ofiaterior using sty-
rene. | created two seating booths to fit along wall and a soda fountain counter with stoolsafiditional seat-
ing. Of course, an ice cream cooler behind th@ $odntain was required. The soda fountain itisedfll styrene
except for the “soda jerk” handles. They are ronedd pins.

Here is the raw interior structure and soda fountan.

Here are the raw seats for the booths and tablesiting upside down.

Here are the raw ice cream cooler and juke box. “Wu gotta have entertainment!”
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So here is the majority of the interior of 1zzy’s. The other wall was left out in order to get the iterior into
the building structure. It is simply a sheet of phin styrene on which | placed a very large menu. e the
interior was in place, | could slide the final wallinto place behind the ice cream cooler. The wadirt are de-
cals | made using clip art from the Internet.

Here is the interior in place. The hallway would le a stairway up to the second floor from a nondesigt
door on the left as you face the storefront. Thedie in the floor is for the wires leading to a sinig 14 volt
light bulb to illuminate the interior.
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Here is Izzy’s with the windows and interior in place. The figures are by Woodland Scenics and Preise
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Here is Izzy’s Ice Cream Parlor with the awning inplace. The lettering is scrapbooking press-on ledting.
Note the large signage on the side walls, the yowstgr with the multi-dip cone and the two-dip conede-
tween the upper windows. The awning framework is tass wire.

This photo shows the signage and awning framework nch better.
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You can see the size of the menu through the windoand three teenage girls standing out front.

Guys hang out where the girls hang out. Is this Ahur Fonzarelli? | don't think so.

This photo shows you the final touches on Izzy’s é&cCream Parlor. Why not stop in and enjoy Izzy'signa-
ture ice cream dish - - the banana split - - or tryone of several “soda jerk” specials - Drama Girl ime Spike
Fizz, Skinny Girl Cherry Phosphate Fizz or Cherry Chocolate Monkey Lemon Fizz.
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Denver & Rio Grande Western F9 number 5771 has found a home at the Colorado State Railway Mu-
seum. 5771 found fame as the lead until for the D&RGW'’s Rio Grande Zephyr until Amtrak took over
passenger operations

Eastern lowa
Division Officers

Superintendent

Allen Merta
ar.merta@mchsi.com

Clerk
Bob Perkins
rperkins5010@yahoo.com

Paymaster
Nelson Moyer
kuOa@mchsi.com

Director
Steve Malcolm
gsmalco07@aol.com
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Selected Events Timetable
January 28th (9am-3pm)

LaCrosse Great Tri-State Rail Sale
LaCrosse Center
2nd Street & Pearl Street
LaCrosse, WI

February 4th (9am-3pm)

Eastern lowa Division Winter Meeting
First Christian Church
Davenport, 1A

April 14th (9am-3pm)

Great Midwestern Division Model Railroad
Meet

Meredith Middle School

47th & Madison

Des Moines, IA
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